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Background

In 2022, the LeRoy Collins Institute received funding to place ballot
images online

▶ With Mark Early, we collected post-election audit data and ballot
image files exported from Clear Ballot

▶ We processed ballots for privacy and built a data dashboard displaying
audit results and ballot images

In 2024, we improved the interface, added new feature such as x-tabs, and
added Osceola County to the audit project

In 2026, we continued to improve the interface and added Palm Beach
County to the audit project.
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Interactive Dashboard - Main Page
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Interactive Dashboard - Audit Information
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Interactive Dashboard - Crosstabs Page
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Interactive Dashboard - Crosstabs Page
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Interactive Dashboard - Sample Overvote Ballot
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What Post-Election Audits Do (and Why Voters Should
Care)

Post-election audits are checks conducted after an election to evaluate
whether reported results are correct

▶ Verify accuracy

▶ Detect problems

▶ Strengthen accountability

▶ Demonstrate transparency
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Do Transparent Processes Improve Voter Confidence?

▶ Transparency makes election decisions and actions visible and actors
accountable

▶ Visibility can reduce misinformation and uncertainty, potentially
increasing voter confidence
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Why Audit Communication Format Matters

We know relatively little about whether audit information actually
changes voter confidence

▶ Even less on different formats

▶ In practice, IF audit results are used, they are either dense and
data-heavy or cover minimal information

We test whether the Leon County visual dashboard (with ballot images)
or a county-provided audit report improves voter confidence and
whether the absence of a audit report decreases voter confidence.
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Research Questions

▶ Does the availability of post-election audits improve
voter confidence?

▶ Do differences in the presentation of post-election
audits change the effect?
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Hypotheses: Voter Confidence and Election Audits

▶ H1: Viewing the Leon County dashboard ↑ confidence in Leon County

▶ H2: Viewing one’s own county audit report ↑ confidence in one’s
county

▶ H3: Viewing the Leon County dashboard ↑ confidence in one’s ballot,
one’s county, and Florida
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Hypotheses: Voter Confidence and Election Audits

▶ H4: Viewing one’s own county audit report ↑ confidence in one’s
ballot, Leon County, and Florida

▶ H5: No audit results were available to view leads to lower confidence
in one’s own ballot, Leon County and Florida

▶ H6: Neither treatment affects confidence about other states

▶ H7: Treatment effects are larger among Republicans and
Independents than Democrats
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Research Design

▶ To test our hypotheses, we field a survey experiment with Florida
voters, using a quasi pre-post design

▶ The survey was fielded twice in Florida, once on YouGov (n=1,088,
6/17 - 7/10) and once on Prolific (n=1,351, 7/29 - 10/13)

▶ For the main analysis, we combine these samples to maximize
statistical power
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Experiment Design

Verify voting in Florida in 2024

Pre-treatment:
Confidence their own ballot was counted fairly

Demographic and
Vote Choice Questions

Treatment 1:
Own County Audit Report

Treatment 2:
Leon County Dashboard

Post-treatment Voter
Confidence:
▶ Leon County
▶ Their own County
▶ Florida
▶ National

Control Group
Straight to

Post-treatment confidence
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Sample Audit Report
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Interactive Dashboard
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Pre-treatment Confidence
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Voter Confidence Measure: Own County
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Methods

▶ To test our main set of hypotheses, we use OLS regression with
random intercepts for data source (YouGov and Prolific)

▶ Treatment coded as a categorical variable with three levels (control,
own audit, interactive dashboard)

▶ To assess partisan differences, we estimate a new model with our
treatment indicator interacted with respondents’ partisanship
(measured pre-treatment)
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Results
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The Effect of Election Audits on Voter Confidence
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The Effect of No Post-Election Found Audits on Voter
Confidence
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Results by Party
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The Effect of Election Audits on Voter Confidence by Party
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Audits and Voter Confidence

▶ Viewing post-election audits can increase voter confidence and
format matters.

▶ Interactive dashboards make audit results accessible and
understandable.

▶ Interactive formats shows promise for building voter confidence.

▶ Next: test whether effects vary by audit report quality.

▶ Future work: replicate in other states and compare dashboard
designs.
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Thank You!

Sarah Case skh24@fsu.edu

Lonna Atkeson latkeson@fsu.edu
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