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Results (Winner/Loser Effect)

+ Which party wins the nation
+ Which party wins the state
+ Two-party state vote margin
+ State “flipping”

2012
D → R

2016
D →R

2020
R → D

2024
D → R
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Practices

+ Voting by mail
+ Counting speed



Voting by Mail

Voting Mode Time Series by Party Vote-by-Mail Percentage, 2024

Source:  SPAE



Counting Speed

Polls close 1 Hour 1 Day 1 Week 1 Month
Source:  Edison Research Source:  Associated Press



Counting Speed in 2020 and 2024



Election Bills Introduced and Passed 

in State Legislatures, 2011 – 2024 

Source:  National Conference of State Legislatures, State Election Legislation Archived Database



Legislation:  Expansive/Restrictive 

Election Bills, 2021 – 2024

Source:  Voting Rights Lab



Results
All Democrats Republicans

Vote margin + ++
Dem. won + ——
State flipped
Mail % —
Reporting time —
Restrictive laws — —
Expansive laws —
Year = 2016 + — +
Year = 2020 + +
Year = 2024 + + +
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Conclusions about State Election 

Confidence

+ Confidence among the mass public as a whole has been 
unaffected by mail ballot volume, counting speed, or state 
legislation passed.  Overall, it has drifted upward since 2012.

+ Confidence among Republicans but not Democrats has been 
sensitive to the volume of mail ballots & counting speed.

+ The passage of legislation—expansive or restrictive—does not 
increase confidence among either Republicans or Democrats, 
and probably depresses it.


