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+Answers:
• COVID & policy changes had limited effects on turnout.
• COVID & policy changes had effects on modes of voting

+ Early COVID surges had bigger effects
+ States that liberalized in 2020 showed smaller effects on mail-ballot use
+ Voters in Democratic counties took advantage of mail-ballot liberalizations more than voters in 

Republican counties
+Data and methods

• County level: 2020 and 2016 EAVS*, COVID surges, partisanship, 
Census (demographics)

• State level: voting policies, competition, etc.
• Regression analysis: fixed effects, non-fixed with controls
* Shortcoming with EAVS→11 states excluded from the analysi



452 counties w/ 0 
deaths
Turnout change: 5.9 
ppts

35 counties w/ > 200 deaths/100k
Turnout change: 2.5 ppts















+COVID → turnout, voting method used
+Timing of COVID surges: early surge → bigger 
impact

+Voting policies → voting method used
•Pre-2020 adoption→ greater use of mail & early voting

+Partisanship → voting method used
•Synergies with timing of COVID surges & policy change 
•Familiarity with voting options
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