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Theoretical Grounding

A record-number of states required a post-election audit in the 2020 General

Election (U.S. Election Assistance, 2021). Only recently has the perceived nor-

mative value of audits gone beyond mere anecdotal intuition and have empiri-

cally been shown that they do indeed influence voter opinion about the electoral

process (Atkeson et al., 2014; Alvarez et al., 2021; King, 2017). Specifically,

Traugott and Conrad (2012) experimentally demonstrate that informing vot-

ers that audits were conducted after an election engenders greater trust in the

accuracy of its results. Yet, it is unclear which aspects of audits drive public

trust in election results. We theorize an informational mechanism that allows

for two competing hypotheses about how post-election audits may shape voter

trust in election outcomes. On the one hand, audits may give context about the

accuracy of vote counts, which in turnmakes voters feel more confident in elec-

tion outcomes. On the other hand, information regarding post-election audits

may have an adverse effect: votersmay not knowwhat to do with this informa-

tion, lack the context to make sense of such information, or hold preconceived

notions that counteract the intended positive effects of that information. In

this study we will test competing hypotheses on the impact of information on

trust in the outcome of an election.

Data & Design

Pre-registered survey experiment fielded by YouGov on a sample of 2,000

respondents during week of February 27, 2023

Vignette Experiment: Information Addition (1 x 4 factorial design)

Vignette Experiment: Order of Magnitude (1 x 3 factorial design)

Conjoint Experiment: Aspects of an audit

Descriptive Results

Conjoint Experiment

Estimated Marginal Mean Effect on Chosen County

Marginal Mean (by Respondent Party)

Vignette Experiments

Information Addition

Order of Magnitude

Conclusions

The results of an election audit is not as impactful on voter confidence as

much as how an audit is conducted.

Structural features of the audit, like who conducts it and how its results

are announced, turn out to be more consequential to voter evaluations of

election results.

While Republicans have less confidence in the accuracy of vote counting

and view a few features of election audits quite differently than

Democrats.
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